
Cristin Lowe Law
Bay Area Divorce and Family Law Attorney
https://cristinlowelaw.com

Alameda County Court Updates · COVID-19

[vc_row][vc_column][vc_column_text]Highlights of the Latest for Alameda County Courthouse:
Emergency Local Rules for Family Law Litigants (updated as of 4/24/2020)[/vc_column_text][vc_ra
w_html]JTNDc2NyaXB0JTIwc3JjJTNEJTIyaHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZmYXN0Lndpc3RpYS5jb20lMkzR
CUyMndpc3RpYV9zd2F0Y2glMjIlMjBzdHlsZSUzRCUyMmhlaWdodCUzQTEwMCUyNSUzQmxlZn
QlM0EwJTNCb3BhY2l0eSUzQTAlM0JvdmVyZmxvdyUzQWhpZGRlbiUzQnBvc2l0aW9uJTNBYWJ
zb2x1dGUlM0J0b3AlM0EwJTNCdHJhbnNpdGlvbiUzQW9wYWNpdHklMjAyMDBtcyUzQndpZHRoJ
TNBMTAwJTI1JTNCJTIyJTNFJTNDaW1nJTIwc3JjJTNEJTIyaHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZmYXN0Lnd
pc3RpYS5jb20lMkZlbWJlZCUyRm1lZGlhcyUyRmgzbmMyOXNpcmolMkZzd2F0Y2glMjIlMjBzdHlsZ
SUzRCUyMmZpbHRlciUzQWJsdXIlMjg1cHglMjklM0JoZWlnaHQlM0ExMDAlMjUlM0JvYmplY3QtZ
ml0JTNBY29udGFpbiUzQndpZHRoJTNBMTAwJTI1JTNCJTIyJTIwYWx0JTNEJTIyJTIyJTIwYXJp
YS1oaWRkZW4lM0QlMjJ0cnVlJTIyJTIwb25sb2FkJTNEJTIydGhpcy5wYXJlbnROb2RlLnN0eWxlL
m9wYWNpdHklM0QxJTNCJTIyJTIwJTJGJTNFJTNDJTJGZGl2JTNFJTNDJTJGZGl2JTNFJTNDJT
JGZGl2JTNFJTNDJTJGZGl2JTNF[/vc_raw_html][vc_raw_html]JTNDJTIxLS0lMjBCZWdpbiUyME1
haWxjaGltcCUyMFNpZ251cCUyMEZvcm0lMjAtLSUzRSUwQSUzQ2RpdiUyMGlkJTNEJTIybWNfZ
W1iZWRfc2lnbnVwJTIyJTNFJTBBJTNDZm9ybSUyMGFjdGlvbiUzRCUyMmh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJ
GY3Jpc3Rpbmxvd2VsYXcudXMxOC5saXN0LW1hbmFnZS5jb20lMkZzdWJzY3JpYmUlMkZwb3N0
JTNGdSUzRGJjY2VlODE0ZDhiNDJlNzc5YjhiZTM1MDglMjZhbXAlM0JpZCUzRDk0YWNhM2Y1Nz
clMjIlMjBtZXRob2QlM0QlMjJwb3N0JTIyJTIwaWQlM0QlMjJtYy1lbWJlZGRlZC1zdWJzY3JpYmUtZ
m9ybSUyMiUyMG5hbWUlM0QlMjJtYy1lbWJlZGRlZC1zdWJzY3JpYmUtZm9ybSUyMiUyMGNsYX
NzJTNEJTIydmFsaWRhdGUlMjIlMjB0YXJnZXQlM0QlMjJfYmxhbmslMjIlMjBub3ZhbGlkYXRlJTNF
JTBBJTIwJTIwJTIwJTIwJTNDZGl2JTIwaWQlM0QlMjJtY19lbWJlZF9zaWdudXBfc2Nyb2xsJTIyJTN
FJTBBJTA5JTNDZGl2JTIwY2xhc3MlM0QlMjJ0aGVtZS1oZWFkaW5nJTIwc29jaWFsLXNoYXJlLX
RpdGxlJTIyJTIwc3R5bGUlM0QlMjJtYXJnaW4tYm90dG9tJTNBJTIwLjc1cmVtJTNCJTIyJTNFJTIwJ
TNDc3BhbiUyMGNsYXNzJTNEJTIydGV4dCUyMG1lZGl1bVAlMjIlMjBzdHlsZSUzRCUyMmZvbnQt
d2VpZ2h0JTNBJTIwYm9sZCUzQiUyMGNvbG9yJTNBJTIwJTIzMjZlYWI5JTNCJTIyJTNFUmVjZWl
2ZSUyMEFsYW1lZGElMjBDb3VudHklMjBVcGRhdGVzJTNDJTJGc3BhbiUzRSUzQyUyRmRpdiUz
RSUwQSUzQ2RpdiUyMGNsYXNzJTNEJTIybWMtZmllbGQtZ3JvdXAlMjIlM0UlMEElMDklM0Npbn
B1dCUyMHR5cGUlM0QlMjJlbWFpbCUyMiUyMHZhbHVlJTNEJTIyJTIyJTIwbmFtZSUzRCUyMkVN
QUlMJTIyJTIwY2xhc3MlM0QlMjJyZXF1aXJlZCUyMGVtYWlsJTIyJTIwaWQlM0QlMjJtY2UtRU1BS

If you have any questions, please contact us: (925) 215-1388 or cristin@cristinlowelaw.com

mailto:cristin@cristinlowelaw.com


Cristin Lowe Law
Bay Area Divorce and Family Law Attorney
https://cristinlowelaw.com

UwlMjIlMjBwbGFjZWhvbGRlciUzRCUyMkVtYWlsJTIwQWRkcmVzcyUyMiUyMHN0eWxlJTNEJTIy
d2lkdGglM0ElMjAxMDAlMjUlM0IlMjBtYXJnaW4tYm90dG9tJTNBJTIwLjc1cmVtJTNCJTIyJTNFJTBdHls
ZSUzRCUyMnBvc2l0aW9uJTNBJTIwYWJzb2x1dGUlM0IlMjBsZWZ0JTNBJTIwLTUwMDBweCUz
QiUyMiUyMGFyaWEtaGlkZGVuJTNEJTIydHJ1ZSUyMiUzRSUzQ2lucHV0JTIwdHlwZSUzRCUyMn
RleHQlMjIlMjBuYW1lJTNEJTIyYl9iY2NlZTgxNGQ4YjQyZTc3OWI4YmUzNTA4Xzk0YWNhM2Y1N
zclMjIlMjB0YWJpbmRleCUzRCUyMi0xJTIyJTIwdmFsdWUlM0QlMjIlMjIlM0UlM0MlMkZkaXYlM0Ul
MEElMjAlMjAlMjAlMjAlM0NkaXYlMjBjbGFzcyUzRCUyMmNsZWFyJTIyJTNFJTNDaW5wdXQlMjB0
eXBlJTNEJTIyc3VibWl0JTIyJTIwdmFsdWUlM0QlMjJTdWJzY3JpYmUlMjIlMjBuYW1lJTNEJTIyc3V
ic2NyaWJlJTIyJTIwaWQlM0QlMjJtYy1lbWJlZGRlZC1zdWJzY3JpYmUlMjIlMjBjbGFzcyUzRCUyM
mJ1dHRvbiUyMiUyMHN0eWxlJTNEJTIyd2lkdGglM0ElMjAxMDAlMjUlM0IlMjB0ZXh0LWFsaWduJT
NBJTIwY2VudGVyJTNCJTIyJTNFJTNDJTJGZGl2JTNFJTBBJTIwJTIwJTIwJTIwJTNDJTJGZGl2J
TNFJTBBJTNDJTJGZm9ybSUzRSUwQSUzQyUyRmRpdiUzRSUwQSUwQSUzQyUyMS0tRW5kJ
TIwbWNfZW1iZWRfc2lnbnVwLS0lM0U=[/vc_raw_html][vc_column_text]

1. Court Hearings
Videoconference Hearings. Starting April 20, 2020, limited family law matters will
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be heard on Mondays and Thursdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. The Court will
use the Blue Jeans videoconferencing platform for these appearances. Each judge
has the discretion to select the emergency and ongoing hearings filed before March
17, 2020. The Court will contact litigants and attorneys directly in scheduling
videoconference appearances.
Closure End Date. It is unlikely that the court will be reopened on May 4, 2020, the
currently scheduled date; however, do not assume that hearings will be continued.
The Court will continue relying on federal, state, and local health and safety
guidelines in making the decision to reopen.
Hearing Continuances. Notice of new Court dates will be provided by mail. It is
imperative that you have a current mailing address, email address, and phone
number on file with the Court. Non-confidential matters (including divorce) can be
accessed online: 
https://publicrecords.alameda.courts.ca.gov/PRS/Case/SearchByCaseNumber
Settlement Conferences. Commissioner Bishay (Department 504) is available to
conduct settlement conferences via videoconference, even if the matter is not
currently set for a hearing. Parties must agree to use Commissioner Bishay and
understand that there is no court reporter or court clerk available. You may contact
him directly to schedule a Settlement Conference: mbishay@alameda.courts.ca.gov

2. Court Filings
Limitations. Family law filings are limited to ex parte emergency motions,
restraining orders, Stipulations and Orders, and limited Department of Child Support
Services (DCSS) filings.
Method. Filings may be submitted via fax filing. Premium fax filing is not a currently
available option. Filed pleadings will be returned via mail or electronically. There is a
drop box for filings in front of the Hayward Hall of Justice. If it is an emergency ex
parte motion, a Court clerk will initiate contact when the documents are available for
pick up.
Backlog. There is an enormous backlog of family law pleadings that have not yet
been filed.

3. Family Court Services. Mediation is being offered for certain cases. If ordered to contact
FCS, comply with the instructions; however, do not expect that your matter is guaranteed to
be scheduled for mediation. All mediation sessions will occur remotely.

View the full text of the update provided April 16, 2020 can be found here
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