Law Office of Cristin M. Lowe Cristin Lowe Law

CALIFORNIA Bay Area Divorce and Family Law Attorney
DIVORCE https://cristinlowelaw.com

Best Information... best results

Contra Costa County Court Updates - COVID-19

[vc_row][vc_column][vc_column_text]Highlights of the Latest for Contra Costa County Courthouse:
Emergency Local Rules for Family Law Litigants (updated as of 4/23/2020)[/vc_column_text][vc_ra
w_htmI[JTNDc2NyaXB0JTIwc3JjJJTNEJTIlyaHROcHMIMOEIMKYIMkZmY XNOLndpc3RpY S5jb20IMk
ZIbWJIZCUyRmM11ZGlIhcyUyRmVnMDhzdHQwcGUuanNvbnAIMjlIMjBhc3luYyUzRSUzQyUyRnNjc
miwdCUzRSUzQ3NjcmiwdCUyMHNyYyUzRCUyMmhOdHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGZmFzdC53aXNOaWE
uY29tITIGYXNzZXRzJIJTIGZXh0ZXIJuYWWIMKZFLXYXLmpzJTlyJTIwYXN5bmMIMOUIMOMIMkZz
Y3JpcHQIMOUIMONKaXYIM|BjbGFzcyUzRCUyMndpc3RpYVIyZXNwb25zaXZIX3BhZGRpbmclMijll
MjBzdHIsZSUzRCUyMnBhZGRpbmcIMOE1Ni4yNSUyNSUyMDAIMjAWJTIwWMCUzQnBvc2l0aWw9uJ
TNBcmVsYXRpdmUIMOIIMjIIMOUIMONkaXYIMjBjbGFzcyUzRCUyMndpc3RpYV9yZXNwb25zaXZ|
X3dyYXBwZzZXIIMjlIMjBzdHIsZSUzRCUyMmhlawdodCUzQTEwWMCUyNSUzQmxIZnQIMOEwWJTNCc
G9zaXRpb24IMOFhYNnNvbHV0ZSUzQnRvcCUzQTAIM0J3aWR0aCUzQTEWMCUYNSUzQIiUyMiUz
RSUzQ2RpdiUyMGNSYXNzJTNEJTIyd2IzdGlIhX2VtYmVKkJITIwd2IzdGlhX2FzeW5jX2VnMDhzdHQ
wcGUIMjB2aWRIb0ZvYWOIMOROcnVIJTlyJTIwc3R5bGUIMOQIMjJoZWInaHQIMOEXMDAIMjUIMOJ
wb3NpdGlvbiUzQXJIbGF0aXZIJTNCd2IkdGgIMOEXMDAIMjUIMjIIMOUIMONkaXYIMjBjbGFzcyUzR
CUyMndpc3RpYV9zd2F0Y2gIMjlIMjBzdHIsZSUzRCUyMmhlaWdodCUzQTEwWMCUYNSUzQmxIZn
QIMOEWJTNCDb3BhY2l0eSUzQTAIMOJvdmVyZmxvdyUzQWhpZGRIbiUzQnBvc2l0aW9uJTNBYWJ
zb2x1dGUIMO0JOb3AIMOEWJTNCdHJIhbnNpdGIvbiuzQWowYWNpdHkIMjAyMDBtcyUzQndpZHRoJ
TNBMTAWJTILZITNCJITIYJTNFITNDawW1nJTIwc3JjJJTNEJTlyaHROCHMIMOEIMKYIMkZmY XNOLnd
pc3RpY S5jb20IMkZIbWJIZCUyRm1IZGIhcyUyRmVnMDhzdHQwcGUIMkZzd2F0Y2gIMjlIMjBzdHIs
ZSUzRCUyMmZpbHRIciUzQWJsdXIIMjg1lcHgIMjkIMOJoZWInaHQIMOEXMDAIMjUIMOJvY mplY 3Qt
ZmIOJTNBY29udGFpbiUzQndpZHROJTNBMTAWJITIZITNCITIYITIWYWX0IJTNEJITIYITIYITIWY XJp
YS10aWRkZW4IMOQIM;}JO0cnVIITIyJTIwb25sb2FkJTNEJTlydGhpcy5wY XJIbnROb2RILNNOeWxIL
MOWYWNpdHKIMOQXJTNCJITIYJTIWITIGITNFITNDJITIGZGI2ITNFITNDITIGZGI2JTNFITNDJIT
JGZGI2JTNFIJTNDJITIGZGI2JTNF[/vc_raw_html][vc_raw_htmI[JTNDJTIXLSOIMjBCZWdpbiUyME1
haWxjaGltcCUyMFNpzZ251cCUyMEZvcmOIMjAILSUzRSUwWQSUzQ2RpdiUyMGIKITNEJTIYybWNfZ
W1iZWRfc2lnbnVwJTIyJTNFITBBJTNDZm9ybSUyMGFjdGIvbiUzRCUyMmhOdHBzJTNBJTJGJTJ
GY3Jpc3Rpbmxvd2VsY XcudXMxOC5saXNOLW1hbmFnZS5jb20IMkZzdWJzY3JpY mUIMkZwWb3NO
JTNGdSUzRGJjY2VIODEOZDhiNDJINzc5YjhiZTM1MDgIMjZhbXAIM0OJpZCUzRDKkOYWNhM2Y 1Nz
cIMjlIMjBtZXRob2QIMOQIMjJwb3NOJTlyJTIwaWQIMOQIMjJtYyllIbWJIIZGRIZC1zdWJzY3JpYmUtZ
m9ybSUyMiUyMG5hbWUIMOQIMjJtYy1lIbWJIIZGRIZC1zdWJzY3JpY mUtZm9ybSUyMiUyMGNSY X
NzJTNEJTlydmFsaWRhdGUIMjIIMjBOY XJInZXQIMOQIMjIfYmxhbmsIMjlIMjBub3ZhbGIkY XRIJTNF
JTBBITIWITIWITIWITIWITNDZGI2JTIwaWQIMOQIM]jJtY191bWJIZF9zaWdudXBfc2Nyb2xsJTlyJTN
FIJTBBJTASJTNDZGI2JTIwY2xhc3MIMOQIMjJ0aGVtZS10ZWFkaW5nJTlwc29jaWFsLXNoY XJILX
RpdGxIJTlyJTIwc3R5bGUIMOQIM]jJItY XInaW4tYm90dGOtIJTNBITIWLjc1cmVIITNCITIYITNFITIwI
TNDc3BhbiUyMGNsYXNzJTNEJTIydGV4dCUyMG1IZGI1bVAIMjlIMjBzdHIsZSUzRCUyMmZvbnQt
d2VpZ2h0JTNBJITIwYm9sZCUzQiUyMGNvbG9yJTNBJITIWJITIZMjZIYWISJTNCJITIlyJTNFUmMVjZWI
2ZSUyMENvbnRyYSUyMENvc3RhJITIwQ291bnR5JTIWVXBKY XRIcyUzQyUyRnNwYW4IMOUIMO
MIMkZkaXYIMOUIMEEIMONkaXYIM|BjbGFzcyUzRCUyMm1jLWZpZWxkLWdyb3VwJITlyJTNFJTBB
JTASJTNDaW5wdXQIMjBOeXBIJTNEJTlyZW1haWwiIMjlIMjB2YWx1ZSUzRCUyMiUyMiUyMG5hb
WUIMOQIM}JFTURJTCUYMiIUYMGNSYXNzJTNEJTlycmVxdWIlyZWQIM|BIbWFpbCUyMiUyMGIKJT

If you have any questions, please contact us: (925) 215-1388 or cristin@cristinlowelaw.com



mailto:cristin@cristinlowelaw.com

Law Office of Cristin M. Lowe
CALIFORNIA Bay Area Divorce and Family Law Attorney

DIVORCE https://cristinlowelaw.com

Best Information... best results
NEJTIybWNILUVNQUIMJITIyJTIwcGxhY2Vob2xkZXIIMOQIMjJFbWFpbCUyMEFkZHJIc3MIM]jIIMjBz
dHIsZSUzRCUyMndpZHRoOJTNBJTIWMTAWJTILITNCITIwbWFyZ2luLWJvdHRVbSUzQSUyMC43
NXJIbSUzQiUyMiUzRSUwQSUzQyUyRmMRpdiUzRSUwWQSUzQ2RpdiUyMGNsYXNzJTNEJTIlybW
MtZmlibGQtZ3JvdXAIMjBpbnB1dC1ncm91cCUyMiUyMHNOeWXIJTNEJTIyZGlzcGxheSUzQW5vb
mUIMOIIMjIIMOUIMEEIM]AIMjAIM]AIMJAIMONzdHJIvbmcIMOVDb3VudGlicyUyMCUzQyUyRnNOcm9
uZyUzRSUwQSUyMCUyMCUyMCUyMCUzQ3VsJTNFJTBBJTNDbGKIMOUIMONpbnB1dCUyMHR
5cGUIMOQIMjJjaGVja2Jve CUyMiUyMHZhbHVIITNEJTIyMSUyMiUyMG5hbWUIMOQIMjJncm91cC
U1QjM3NTgxJTVEJTVCMSU1RCUyMiUYyMGIKIJTNEJTIybWNILWdyb3VWJITVCMzc1ODEINUQtM
zc1ODEtMCUyMiUyMGNoZWNrZWQIMOUIMONsYWJIbCUyMGZvciUzRCUyMm1jZS1ncm91cCU
1QjM3NTgXJTVELTM3NTgXLTAIM]IIMOVDb250cmEIMjBDb3N0Y SUzQyUyRmxhYmVsJTNFJTND
JTIGbGKIMOUIMEEIMONsaSUzRSUzQ2lucHVOJTIwdHIwZSUzRCUyMmNoZWNrYm94JTIyJTIwd
MFsdWUIMOQIMjlyJTIyJTIwbmFtZSUzRCUyMmdyb3VwJTVCMzc1ODEINUQINUIYJTVEJTIlyJTIw
aWQIMOQIMjJtY2UtZ3Jvd XAINUIzZNzU4MSU1RC0zNzU4MSOxJTIyJTNFITNDbGFiZWwIMjBmb3l
IMOQIM]jJtY2UtZ3Ivd XAINUIZNzZU4AMSU1RCO0zNzU4MSOxJTIyJTNFQWxhbWVKY SUzQyUyRmxh
YmVsJTNFITNDJITJGbGKIMOUIMEEIMONsaSUzRSUzQ2lucHVO0JTIwdHIwZSUzRCUyMmNoZWN
rymo4JTlyJTiwdmFsdWUIMOQIMjI0JTIyJTIwbmFtZSUzRCUyMmdyb3VwJTVCMzc1ODEINUQIN
UIOJTVEJTIyJTIwaWQIMOQIMjJtY2UtZ3IvdXAINUIzZNzU4AMSU1RC0zNzU4MSO0yJTIlyJTNFIJTNDb
GFiZWwIMjBmb3IIMOQIM]jJtY2UtZ3JvdXAINUIZNzU4MSU1RCO0zNzU4MSO0yJTIyJTNFU29sYW5vJ
TNDJTJIGbGFiZWwIMOUIMOMIMkZsaSUzRSUwQSUzQyUyRnVsJTNFIJTBBJTNDJTJIGZGI2JTNF
JTBBJTASJTNDZGI2JTIwaWQIMOQIMjJtY2UtcmVzcGOuc2VzJITlyJTIwY 2xhc3MIMOQIM]jJjbGVhci
UyMiUzRSUwQSUwOSUwOSUzQ2RpdiUyMGNSYXNzJTNEJTlycmVzcG9uc2UIMjlIMjBpZCUzRC
UyMm1jZS1llcndvcilyZXNwb25zZSUyMiUyMHNOeWxIJTNEJTIyZGlzcGxheSUzQW5vbmUIMjIIMO
UIMOMIMkZkaXYIMOUIMEEIMDKIMDKIMONkaXYIMjBjbGFzcyUzRCUyMnJlc3BvbnNIJTIyJTIwaWQ
IMOQIMjJItY2Utc3VjY2VzcylyZXNwb25zZSUyMiUyMHNOeWxIJTNEJTIlyZGlzcGxheSUzQW5vbm
UIMjIIMOUIMOMIMKkZkaXYIMOUIMEEIMDKIMOMIMkZkaXY IMOUIMjAIMjAIMjAIMJAIMOMIM]EtLSUyM
HJIIYWwIMjBwWZW9wbGUIMjBzaG91bGQIMjBub3QIMjBmaWxsJTIwdGhpcyUyMGIuJTIwYWS5kJTI
wZXhwZWNO0JTIwZ29vZCUyMHRoaW5ncyUyMCOIMjBkbyUyMG5vdCUyMHJIbW92ZSUyMHRoa
XMIM]BvciUyMHJpc2sIMjBmb3JtITIwYm90JTIwc2inbnVwcyOtJTNFITBBITIWITIWITIWITIWITND
ZGI2JTIwc3R5bGUIMOQIMjJwb3NpdGIvbiUzQSUyMGFic29sdXRIJTNCITIwbGVmdCUzQSUyMC
01MDAwcHgIMOIIMjlIIMjBhcmIhLWhpZGRIbiUzZRCUyMnRydWUIMjIIMOUIMONpbnB1dCUyMHR5c
GUIMOQIMjJ0ZXh0JTlyJTIwbmFtZSUzRCUyMmJfYmNjZWU4MTRKOGIOMmMU3NzIliOGJIMzUwOF
85NGFj)YTNMNTc3JTlyJTIwdGFiaW5kzZXgIMOQIMjItMSUyMiUyMHZhbHVIJTNEJTIyJTIYJTNFJTN
DJTJIGZGI2IJTNFITBBITIWITIWITIWITIWITNDZGI2JTIwY 2xhc3MIMOQIMjJjbGVhciUyMiUzRSUz
Q2lucHVOJTIwdHIwZSUzRCUyMnN1Ym1pdCUyMiUyMHZhbHVIJITNEJTIyU3Vic2NyaWJIJTIlyJTI
wbmFtZSUzRCUyMnN1YnNjcmliZSUyMiUyMGIKIJTNEJTIybWMtZW1iZWRkZWQtc3Vic2NyaWJlJ
TlyJTIwY2xhc3MIMOQIMjJidXR0Ob24IMjlIMjBzdHIsZSUzRCUyMndpZHROJTNBJTIWMTAWJTILJTN
CJTlwdGV4dC1hbGInbiUzQSUyMGNIbnRIciUzQiUyMiUzRSUzQyUyRmRpdiUzRSUwQSUyMCUy
MCUyMCUyMCUzQyUyRmRpdiUzRSUwQSUzQyUyRmZvcmOIMOUIMEEIMOMIMkZkaXYIMOUIM
EEIMEEIMOMIM|EtLUVUZCUYMG1jX2VtYmVkX3NpZ251cCOtJTNF[/vc_raw_html][vc_column_text]

Cristin Lowe Law

1. Court Hearings
o All non-emergency hearings currently scheduled between April 6, 2020 and June 5,
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2020 will be vacated (canceled), and rescheduled for at least 60 days

o All trials scheduled between April 6, 2020 and June 5, 2020 will be postponed for at
least 60 days. Unofficially, trials that are set for June are likely to be continued.

o Non-emergency hearing dates will likely not be rescheduled until after the
courthouse reopens fully to the public. Each judge’s department will have its own
calendaring procedures. Do not contact the court for rescheduled dates. Notice will
be provided.

o All pending restraining orders are being continued, and notice is being provided by
mail. All non-confidential matters can be viewed online for pending court dates at cc-
courts.org

o Scheduling an ex parte (emergency) hearing is possible on or after April 6, 2020.
Emergencies include domestic violence and child custody issues where the child’s
health, safety, and welfare are compromised or where there is threat of parental
kidnapping.

o Court hearings will be conducted via phone or videoconference (Zoom). The court
will commence limited emergency hearings via videoconference the last week of
April, 2020.

o Documents intended for use at a hearing must be exchanged prior to the hearing,
and the Court must be provided copies of the documents via email, fax, or USPS.

o Court hearings are still conducted as formal proceedings. Dress appropriately,
speak respectfully, and arrange for a distraction-free appearance via
videoconference (i.e. using headsets, no third-party participation/observation, etc.)

o Departments 32 and 29 will hear cases on Mondays and Tuesdays

o Department 18 will hear cases on Wednesdays and Thursdays

o Department 52 will hear cases Monday through Thursday

2. Mediation

o Mediation for child custody/visitation disputes will be available in emergency
situations.

o Sessions will be conducted via videoconference (Zoom) or phone. All mediators
have received training on how to videoconference using Zoom.

3. Court Filings

o Submit via USPS or drop box (M-F, 9 — 3); address: Family Law, 751 Pine Street,
Martinez, CA 94553

o Drop boxed documents

= |nclude a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Specify the manner in which
documents are to be returned (USPS or email). If documents are to be
returned via USPS, include a SASE with sufficient postage.

= |nclude the filing fees via check or money order, if necessary

= Documents still need to be assembled properly: one original, double-hole
punched and stapled, with two copies

= Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.
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Review bank records to see if check has been cashed.
o USPS

= |nclude a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Specify the manner in which
documents are to be returned (USPS or email). If documents are to be
returned via USPS, include a SASE with sufficient postage.

= |nclude the filing fees via check or money order, if necessary

= Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.

o Emergency filings may be picked up in person from the courthouse after they have
been processed. After calling the courthouse to confirm the documents are ready to
be picked up, go to the family law building (751 Pine Street, Martinez) from 9:00 am
— 3:00 pm, Monday- Friday. Remain at least 6 feet away from the deputy sheriff
stationed outside the building. Provide the case name, and the deputy will obtain
the documents. Do not approach the deputy.

o Court filings may no longer be submitted via e-mail or fax, except for
restraining order applications and responses to restraining orders.

= Restraining Orders may be submitted to:
familylawemergency@-contracosta.courts.ca.gov

= Any email submission must contact the case name and number, if one exists

= Declarations must be limited to 10 one-sided, double spaced pages, using a
12-point font if typed.

= Filings with more than 10 pages of exhibit attachments must also be
submitted via hard copy by mail or drop box

= Filed restraining orders must be picked up at the courthouse from 1:00 pm —
2:30 pm, Monday — Friday.

o Restraining order applications may be filed online as follows:
https://california.tylerhost.net/SRL/SRL/Start?legalProcessKey=Domestic_Violence
_Restraining_Order_Request

= Restraining orders may be picked up in person from the courthouse after
they have been processed. After calling the courthouse to confirm the
documents are ready to be picked up, go to the family law building (751 Pine
Street, Martinez) from 9:00 am — 3:00 pm, Monday- Friday. Remain at least
6 feet away from the deputy sheriff stationed outside the building. Provide
the case name, and the deputy will obtain the documents. Do not approach
the deputy.

4. Judgments
o Submit via USPS or drop box (M-F, 9 — 3); address: Family Law, 751 Pine Street,
Martinez, CA 94553
o Drop boxed documents
= |nclude a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Documents will only be returned via
USPS. Provide a self-addressed stamped envelope for the Judgment and
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associated Judicial Council forms and two envelopes for the Notice of Entry
of Judgment (one envelope for each party, with sufficient postage)

= Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.
Review bank records to see if check has been cashed.

o Electronic signatures are currently accepted for Judgments and deemed equal to
original wet ink signatures

5. Stipulations (Agreements)

o Agreements may be submitted to the assigned judge via email, fax, or mail, but the
$20.00 filing fee must be delivered to the court separately. The supervising family
law judge, the Honorable Danielle Douglas, will also receive stipulations for review,
regardless of whether the case has been assigned to her.

6. Self-Help Center

o Family law facilitators will be available to provide assistance via telephone or email

o Email address: selfhelpfamilylaw@contracosta.courts.ca.gov

o Phone: (925) 608-2067

7. Miscellaneous

o The courthouse is operating with only approximately 70% of its usual staff, including
courtroom clerks, filing clerks, legal technicians, etc.

o Mail, email, and fax is the preferred method of providing documents to the
courthouse for filing

o This is an emergency system which has been developed on an emergency basis.
There will be difficulties in transitioning to the new normal, and the Court will need
time to adapt to this new operation system. Please be patient, respectful, and
grateful that there are some available resources for family law litigants.

View the complete set of the Emergency Local Rules »
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