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ZGl2JTIwc3R5bGUlM0QlMjJwb3NpdGlvbiUzQSUyMGFic29sdXRlJTNCJTIwbGVmdCUzQSUyMC
01MDAwcHglM0IlMjIlMjBhcmlhLWhpZGRlbiUzRCUyMnRydWUlMjIlM0UlM0NpbnB1dCUyMHR5c
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1. Court Hearings
All non-emergency hearings currently scheduled between April 6, 2020 and June 5,
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2020 will be vacated (canceled), and rescheduled for at least 60 days
All trials scheduled between April 6, 2020 and June 5, 2020 will be postponed for at
least 60 days. Unofficially, trials that are set for June are likely to be continued.
Non-emergency hearing dates will likely not be rescheduled until after the
courthouse reopens fully to the public. Each judge’s department will have its own
calendaring procedures. Do not contact the court for rescheduled dates. Notice will
be provided.
All pending restraining orders are being continued, and notice is being provided by
mail. All non-confidential matters can be viewed online for pending court dates at cc-
courts.org
Scheduling an ex parte (emergency) hearing is possible on or after April 6, 2020.
Emergencies include domestic violence and child custody issues where the child’s
health, safety, and welfare are compromised or where there is threat of parental
kidnapping.
Court hearings will be conducted via phone or videoconference (Zoom). The court
will commence limited emergency hearings via videoconference the last week of
April, 2020.
Documents intended for use at a hearing must be exchanged prior to the hearing,
and the Court must be provided copies of the documents via email, fax, or USPS.
Court hearings are still conducted as formal proceedings. Dress appropriately,
speak respectfully, and arrange for a distraction-free appearance via
videoconference (i.e. using headsets, no third-party participation/observation, etc.)
Departments 32 and 29 will hear cases on Mondays and Tuesdays
Department 18 will hear cases on Wednesdays and Thursdays
Department 52 will hear cases Monday through Thursday

2. Mediation
Mediation for child custody/visitation disputes will be available in emergency
situations.
Sessions will be conducted via videoconference (Zoom) or phone. All mediators
have received training on how to videoconference using Zoom.

3. Court Filings
Submit via USPS or drop box (M-F, 9 – 3); address: Family Law, 751 Pine Street,
Martinez, CA 94553
Drop boxed documents

Include a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Specify the manner in which
documents are to be returned (USPS or email). If documents are to be
returned via USPS, include a SASE with sufficient postage.
Include the filing fees via check or money order, if necessary
Documents still need to be assembled properly: one original, double-hole
punched and stapled, with two copies
Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.
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Review bank records to see if check has been cashed.
USPS

Include a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Specify the manner in which
documents are to be returned (USPS or email). If documents are to be
returned via USPS, include a SASE with sufficient postage.
Include the filing fees via check or money order, if necessary
Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.

Emergency filings may be picked up in person from the courthouse after they have
been processed. After calling the courthouse to confirm the documents are ready to
be picked up, go to the family law building (751 Pine Street, Martinez) from 9:00 am
– 3:00 pm, Monday- Friday. Remain at least 6 feet away from the deputy sheriff
stationed outside the building. Provide the case name, and the deputy will obtain
the documents. Do not approach the deputy.
Court filings may no longer be submitted via e-mail or fax, except for
restraining order applications and responses to restraining orders.

Restraining Orders may be submitted to:
familylawemergency@contracosta.courts.ca.gov
Any email submission must contact the case name and number, if one exists
Declarations must be limited to 10 one-sided, double spaced pages, using a
12-point font if typed.
Filings with more than 10 pages of exhibit attachments must also be
submitted via hard copy by mail or drop box
Filed restraining orders must be picked up at the courthouse from 1:00 pm –
2:30 pm, Monday – Friday.

Restraining order applications may be filed online as follows: 
https://california.tylerhost.net/SRL/SRL/Start?legalProcessKey=Domestic_Violence
_Restraining_Order_Request

Restraining orders may be picked up in person from the courthouse after
they have been processed. After calling the courthouse to confirm the
documents are ready to be picked up, go to the family law building (751 Pine
Street, Martinez) from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm, Monday- Friday. Remain at least
6 feet away from the deputy sheriff stationed outside the building. Provide
the case name, and the deputy will obtain the documents. Do not approach
the deputy.

4. Judgments
 Submit via USPS or drop box (M-F, 9 – 3); address: Family Law, 751 Pine Street,
Martinez, CA 94553
Drop boxed documents

Include a cover page: provide name of case (example: Marriage of Jones),
case number, and documents enclosed. Documents will only be returned via
USPS. Provide a self-addressed stamped envelope for the Judgment and
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associated Judicial Council forms and two envelopes for the Notice of Entry
of Judgment (one envelope for each party, with sufficient postage)
Monitor online! Do not assume the documents were received or filed.
Review bank records to see if check has been cashed.

Electronic signatures are currently accepted for Judgments and deemed equal to
original wet ink signatures

5. Stipulations (Agreements)
Agreements may be submitted to the assigned judge via email, fax, or mail, but the
$20.00 filing fee must be delivered to the court separately. The supervising family
law judge, the Honorable Danielle Douglas, will also receive stipulations for review,
regardless of whether the case has been assigned to her.

6.  Self-Help Center
Family law facilitators will be available to provide assistance via telephone or email
Email address: selfhelpfamilylaw@contracosta.courts.ca.gov
Phone: (925) 608-2067

7. Miscellaneous
The courthouse is operating with only approximately 70% of its usual staff, including
courtroom clerks, filing clerks, legal technicians, etc.
Mail, email, and fax is the preferred method of providing documents to the
courthouse for filing
This is an emergency system which has been developed on an emergency basis.
There will be difficulties in transitioning to the new normal, and the Court will need
time to adapt to this new operation system. Please be patient, respectful, and
grateful that there are some available resources for family law litigants.

View the complete set of the Emergency Local Rules ›
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